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I seek refuge in You, the Great Supreme Being, from all outward 

and inward calamities of the jinn and of humanity 
 

I begin in Your Name O the Most Compassionate and Most 
Merciful God 

 

 
"Praise and adoration be to God, who guided us for never could we have found 

guidance had it not been for the guidance of the Exalted One.” 
 

Research Based on Thesis Statement of Mawlana Faizani 

 ����� ز��� را �� ����
 ���ول و 	�� و ���� �� ���
ا�� 
	ا� ����ل 

��� �� ���	 �� ,	+�رو�*��ت،�� در ��� �ن ا	& ��� %��
 $#ب 	!� ��د ��� ا�� ذ��

 �����ل روزا	� ��4&� �� -,د ��ز ه2 ز��� �ن را $#ب 	�1د� و ��0,ظ 	.+&ا-

� ��4&؟ ا�9 ��ر8 روز�7ر ��دم و%� �� 5  

Translation:  

“If Almighty God had not created 

subterranean reservoirs in porous rock 

formations for oil and natural gas, how can 

mankind extract millions of barrels of crude 

oil on a daily basis? Had He not created 

reservoirs in the Earth’s crust with top 

layers of impermeable rock and a base of 

water and finally another layer of 

impermeable rock to trap crude oil and 

prevent it from flowing away, how else 

could we possibly satisfy today’s enormous thirst for oil and its derivatives?” 

By Mawlana Faizani 
Knowing Oneself – Knowing God 

www.faizani.com 
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Oil and Gas Fields:  

Provisions from God, the Provider 

 
 From among the wonders of God’s creation, are fields of oil and gas stored in 

subterranean reservoirs, rarely noticed by the general population, but extensively 

exploited by experts and specialized corporations. Such petro-fields are generously 

granted to humanity throughout the world. A closer look reveals the magnificent and 

artistic manner by which God designs and creates specific structures and conditions 

harmonized for preserving various types and quantities of petro-chemicals. 

 To accumulate hydrocarbons, God has created a special type of rock which 

facilitates the efficient migration and ensuing storage of petroleum: the reservoir (the 

spacious holding tank). 
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To secure and preserve the hydrocarbons until humanity taps them, He has even sealed 

the reservoir with a cap rock that prevents any upward flow: the cap rock. 

 To multiply the number of available reservoirs, the generous Creator created 

Alternating Layers of Reservoir Rock and Cap Rock.  Finally, to make petroleum fields 

available for efficient and resourceful exploitation, He created geologic structures with 

sufficiently large spaces and enclosed construction capable of accumulating vast 

quantities of oil and gas: the trap. 

 Almighty God has apportioned various processes and mechanisms by which He 

fashions each of these components (i.e., reservoir, cap rock, trap, etc). From among the 

many complex and artistic geological processes created by God, Weathering and Erosion 

are implemented by the Fashioner to provide the raw material for molding state-of-the-

art sediments and rocks with varying levels of Porosity and Permeability. Such processes 

are integral and indispensible to the development of our oil and gas field resources. 
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Weathering: 
 Almighty God provided weathering as a means of breaking down rocks, soil, and 

minerals on the Earth’s surface through the application of physical, chemical, or 

biological agents (such as temperature, rainfall, frost, etc.). The design of physical 

weathering involves physically breaking down rock and soil, for instance due to wind or 

the expansion and contraction of water during its freeze / thaw cycles. Chemical 

weathering is carried out via a reaction between atmospheric and climatic elements and 

the rock minerals themselves. Such weathering decomposes the rocks and results in 

either an alteration of a rock's internal mineral structure or the formation of new 

minerals. Finally biological weathering is a design that combines physical processes (e.g., 

the growth of roots into rock joints and the burrowing of animals) with chemical 

processes (e.g. the impact of organic acids or animal wastes). 

 

 Had the Almighty not created rocks, soils, and minerals with the ability to break 

down, weathering would not occur. For example, if He had not created the freeze and 

thaw cycle of water within the rock joints, physical weathering would not exist! In the 

case of chemical weathering, if iron did not readily react with oxygen in the air, then 

iron’s exposure to oxygen or water within the rock could not result in its chemical 

reaction transforming the rock structures. And if the roots of plants and trees were not 

to grow downwards, they would not exploit the cracks and joints within rock, thus not 

allowing biological weathering.   
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Erosion: 
Almighty God then placed Erosion as a subsequent process to transport rock debris, soil, 

and minerals (the results of Weathering) from one point on the earth’s surface for 

deposition in another location. He does so through the use of erosive agents including: 

moving water, blowing wind, sliding glaciers, and gravitational slumping. 

 

 Had Almighty God not created Erosion as a subsequent process (with its erosive 

agents of water, wind, glaciers, and gravity), then decomposed rock debris, soil, and 

other minerals formed by Weathering would simply accumulate in piles wherever they 

formed. Thus erosive agents (e.g., moving water and wind, etc.), with their various other 

purposes, were created as potent and useful forces on Earth. 

Porosity: 
 Among sedimentary rocks, God has created types called sandstone and 

limestone that when viewed under a microscope exhibit many tiny openings, 

geologically known as pores. Among other things, such rock is created to serve as the 

basis for reservoirs storing petroleum and other hydrocarbons that can accumulate only 

in such rocky pores. This quality of sandstone and limestone is referred to as porosity. 
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Permeability: 
 These porous rocks have an additional quality: they were created in such a 

fashion that their pores connect to one another. This is another distinct characteristic 

called permeability. This particular quality of rock provides hydrocarbons the means to 

move from pore to pore. Having these characteristics or porosity and permeability gives 

sandstone or limestone plenty of room to trap oil, acting like a sponge with additional 

capacity to soak up water. 

 

 In God’s creation, we find nonporous and impermeable rock: useful materials for 

our needs in road building, construction and the decoration of buildings, and counter 

tops of kitchens. However, without the other porous and permeable rocks, there would 

be no reservoirs for oil, a backbone supply to modern life’s energy resource needs.   
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 Had Almighty God not created subterranean 

reservoirs using custom geological features and structures 

which effectively trap petrochemical resources, how could 

we have ever met our constantly increasing need for fuels 

(i.e., diesel, gasoline, jet fuel, etc.) and other petro-chemical 

derivatives (i.e., plastics, lubricants, asphalt, etc.)? 

Reservoir Rock, a Sign from God,  

the Preserver 

 God, the Best of Creators, forms an innovative reservoir in an inhospitable and 

subterranean environment. He forms the reservoir with the capacity to accumulate 

hydrocarbons.  

 Indeed, everything in God’s 

creation is created for specific purposes 

and every process in this creation takes 

particular course of action, perceivable to 

humanity’s inquisitive intellect to 

understand God’s perfection as exhibited 

in His creation. Apparently insignificant 

creations (such as rocks), in reality 

perform tasks essential to humanity’s prosperity and our eco-system on Earth. 

 Relevant to our current discussion, the processes of Weathering and Erosion are 

employed to accumulate sediments, in the form of rock grains, in water (oceans, seas, 

lagoons, lakes, etc.). As a result, these sediments create a rock type called Sedimentary. 

This particular type of rock, sedimentary rock, was created with a special design. This 

rock type exhibits the qualities of Porosity and Permeability. Different grain sizes are 



 
O I l  a n d  G a s  F I e l d s 

www.faizani.com 
 

10 

used, some very large (for example gravel), finer sizes (i.e., sand), and grains of a 

minuscule size (i.e., pulverized rock dust and other alluvium). The differing means of 

creation (i.e., sources of rock and environmental conditions) of sedimentary rock make 

for various levels of porosity and permeability. To accumulate large quantities of oil and 

gas, some sedimentary rock is created with higher levels of porosity and permeability. 

Sandstone is one such rock created with great amounts of empty space between its rock 

grains, like a sponge. 

 For oil to flow and move from pore to pore, these spaces are designed in an 

interconnected fashion: one with the other making the rock permeable. Thus, 

Sandstone is made to posses both good porosity and good permeability, resulting in an 

excellent base for a reservoir. Through its porosity and permeability, God gives this rock 

a special physical potential: sufficient empty space where hydrocarbons displace water 

and wherein petrol and gas can rapidly move when the time comes for mankind to 

exploit this resource.  

 Thus, we see that from the beginning this rock type was intentionally and 

deliberately designed with optimal levels of porosity and permeability to provide a 

reservoir for oil. 

Cap Rock: an Impermeable Barrier  

Created by God, the Hinderer 

 Lord of mankind ensures the hydrocarbons are safely transported to a reservoir 

with compassion and care. Above the reservoir, to prevent hydrocarbons from escaping 

or from rising towards the surface, He places the seal (a 

cap rock): a unique masterpiece of engineering. This seal 

remains in place until humans tap into it. At this spot, 

the oil is intended to be stored for mankind’s later use. 

Were the processes of Weathering and Erosion not 

carefully designed and were sediments not skillfully deposited at strategic locations, 
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there would not have been impermeable rock layers to cap-off the oil reservoir! Such 

structures without impermeable cap rocks would not be reservoirs, but rather simply 

transit zones where hydrocarbons could not accumulate. Instead, by having come up 

with an impermeable cap rock on top of the reservoir, the Cherisher and Sustainer of 

mankind has ensured the accumulation and storage of hydrocarbons.  

 Though God employs 

clay as a source material for 

the cap rock, He is also the 

Absolutely Capable, and so He 

also sometimes opts to use 

layers of crystallized salt as 

well as other extremely 

compact carbonates. On 

inspection one observes that 

clay is created with a lot of 

space between the particles 

that comprise its substance. However, God, the Hinderer organizes these particles into 

flat sheets, piling them tightly against each other to hinder permeability. One can 

observe that even though significant space exists in this material, its layered structure 

results in permeability being made virtually absent.  

 If impermeable rock is not placed as a barrier around such reservoirs of porous, 

oil-saturated rock, and thus preventing upward (or lateral) movement of the oil (or gas), 

the resource would dissipate. If the rock at the bottom of the reservoir (under the water 

layer) was water-permeable, a reservoir’s water base would quickly drain away. Such 

water drainage would result in letting the oil drain away as well. 
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Alternating Layers of Reservoir Rocks and 

Cap Rocks: Supplies from God, the Enricher 
 The superposition of reservoir and cap rocks are a careful and accurate 

measurement employed in God’s perfect architecture for the preservation of 

hydrocarbons. The marvelous process 

employed here utilizes changes in 

sedimentation over time. God, the One in 

absolute control over each existential 

motion from the subatomic layer to the 

movements of entire stars and 

galaxies, has capably and attentively 

employed variation in ocean levels to 

manipulate sedimentation over time. In 

this perfect scheme of His, weathering is 

used to break down rock into different sizes of 

grain; some very large (gravel, for example), some finer-grained (sand), and others of 

minuscule size (rock powder). At this stage of His perfect project, sand (which is quite 

heavy), is rapidly deposited by a river feeding into the sea. It is evident that He intends 

to feed this particular point on the coast, mainly using sand and very large particles. 

Through this process He wisely and artistically creates the core foundation of the 

reservoir. Finally, He wisely elevates the ocean level several tens of meters. 

 The message embedded in this process is that He (who is fully capable of 

applying a process and creating anything He wills, in any manner), wants to make this 

procedure conceivable to man’s understanding. In this manner, God guides man to 

realize and observe the greatness of the Creator displayed in the creation. The Creator 

and Maintainer of the ocean, He who has complete control over the movement of each 

molecule of the ocean’s water, employs the elevation of the ocean level to move the 

coastline inland, away from the newly laid reservoir sediment: through this gentle 
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process, the heavier sands are deposited many miles upstream away from the reservoir. 

At this time, God allows the river to deposit only the very fine particles above the 

reservoir, the clays. God, the Preserver, forms an impermeable cover or seal above the 

sand reservoir. Later, if He intends to create another layer of sand on top of the 

reservoir, the ocean level is again lowered and so on. In God’s plan, these oscillations in 

ocean levels take place over the course of millions of years. If these geological structures 

(i.e., precisely laid rock layers) and 

processes (weathering, erosion, and 

sedimentation) did not exist, how could 

we extract the quantities of oil and gas 

that we use on a daily basis for a variety 

of purposes? 

 

The Hydrocarbon Trap, the Wrapped up 
Gift of God, the Bestower 

Hydrocarbon trap:  
 

 

 

 

 

The Beneficent One kindly places the reservoir under a seal, 

preventing hydrocarbons from rising towards the surface. 

However, there is still the possibility that these hydrocarbons 

can slide into empty spaces and where they can rise further 

and escape the core reservoir.  

To let His artwork of preservation shine in His creation, God, 

the Preserver, the Architect of flawless systems develops a 

much larger enclosed volume to contain the reservoir.   
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An anticlinal trap.    
 
 

 
Salt dome trap.    

 
 

 
Fault trap.    

  

God, the Compeller, employs the powerful and artistic 

technology of subsidence, a localized sinking down of the 

surface with little or no horizontal movement, to force 

deformations in the rock layers, to form this very large 

enclosed protective volume.   

This closed volume, state-of-the-art structure is what 

geologists call a Hydrocarbon Trap. The hydrocarbons escape 

points are now eliminated and thus it is fit to accumulate 

hydrocarbons in quantities sufficient to make them profitable 

for extraction by mankind.  

The Omniscient Creator has made the chemical structure of 

hydrocarbons such that lighter hydrocarbons turn into 

natural gas. Often, the Wise and Beneficent Creator uses 

water as an integral preservative part of an oil field. To allow 

for these various examples of His Magnificent Artwork and 

Beneficence, the Knower of all Secrets, has created oil and 

water as insoluble to one another. He has made the density 

of gas lower than oil and oil lower than water so they neatly 

stack themselves, natural gas on top, oil beneath, and finally 

water on the bottom. If oil and gas were the same density as 

water (and soluble), these resources would not neatly layer 

themselves: natural gas on top, oil beneath, and finally water 

on the bottom.    

God, the Fashioner of diverse structures, shows diversity in 

creation of His Hydrocarbon Traps as well. He has created a 

variety of geologic traps, which geologists and structural 

engineers classify into two main categories: structural and 

stratigraphic. He chooses to make a trap (created to fit the 

geologic condition) and fills it with hydrocarbons: either oil, 
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gas, or both.  

  
 

In these phenomenological 

examples, God, the Best 

Bestower of infinite gifts, 

most skillfully and 

magnificently wraps these 

precious resources for 

mankind’s use and then 

teaches him how to expertly 

unwrap, utilize, and 

appreciate them.   
 

 

 


